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(57) ABSTRACT

A brazing process, a braze assembly, and a brazed article are
disclosed. The brazing process includes applying a braze
material to an article within a vacuum chamber while the
vacuum chamber is substantially evacuated. The braze
assembly is capable of applying a braze material to an article
within a vacuum chamber while the vacuum chamber is sub-
stantially evacuated. The brazed article is devoid of re-formed
oxides.

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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BRAZING PROCESS, BRAZE ASSEMBLY,
AND BRAZED ARTICLE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to processes, materials,
and products relating to metal and metallic components.
More specifically, the present invention is directed to brazing
processes, brazing assemblies, and brazed products.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Known brazing processes include a vacuum cleaning cycle
in a vacuum chamber to remove surface oxides from a base
material of an article. The cleaning cycle enables wetting of a
surface of the base material that is to be brazed. Once cleaned,
the article is removed from the vacuum chamber and a braze
paste, pre-sintered preform, or other similar braze material is
applied to the surface. The article is then placed back into the
vacuum chamber.

These brazing processes suffer from several drawbacks.
For example, once the article is removed from the vacuum
chamber, oxides form or reform. These processes have long
been unable to completely prevent oxides from forming or
reforming. Such forming and reforming of oxides is espe-
cially prevalent in complex shapes, cavities, fissures, or other
regions that are difficult to reach or view. In addition, such
processes involve multiple cycles to complete a brazing pro-
cess, thereby extending the overall duration of the brazing
process.

Alternatively, multiple vacuum chambers are used. Mul-
tiple cycles, extended durations for brazing processes, and
multiple chambers can result in undesirably high operational
and/or capital costs.

Known processes attempt to reduce oxide formation and
reformation. For example, mechanical cleaning, such as with
carbide burr, can remove some oxides, especially surface
oxides. However, mechanical cleaning is unable to remove all
oxides, such as oxides that are not on the surface, can be
inconsistent, and can form dust. Ultrasonic cleaning can
remove dirt and grease. However, ultrasonic cleaning does
not remove all surface oxides. Nickel plating can be used to
improve wetting on material that quickly form or reform
oxides, but adds substantial costs and cannot be applied in all
circumstances.

A brazing process, a braze assembly, and a brazed article
not suffering from one or more of the above drawbacks would
be desirable in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In an exemplary embodiment, a brazing process includes
applying a braze material to an article within a vacuum cham-
ber while the vacuum chamber is substantially evacuated.

In another exemplary embodiment, a braze assembly is
capable of applying a braze material to an article within a
vacuum chamber while the vacuum chamber is substantially
evacuated.

In another exemplary embodiment, a brazed article
includes a treatment region selected from the group consist-
ing of a joint, a fissure, a crack, and uneven abutment. The
treatment region of the brazed article is substantially devoid
of re-formed oxides.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following more detailed description of
the preferred embodiment, taken in conjunction with the
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2

accompanying drawings which illustrate, by way of example,
the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flow diagram of an exemplary brazing process
according to the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an exemplary braze assembly
and a deforming braze material forming an exemplary brazed
article according to the disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of an exemplary braze assembly
with a braze material securing device releasing a braze mate-
rial to form an exemplary brazed article according to the
disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of an exemplary braze assembly
with a braze material securing layer releasing a braze material
to form an exemplary brazed article according to the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of an exemplary braze assembly
releasing a braze material to form an exemplary brazed article
according to the disclosure.

Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be
used throughout the drawings to represent the same parts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Provided is an exemplary brazing process, braze assembly,
and brazed article that do not suffer from one or more of the
above drawbacks. Embodiments of the present disclosure
permit re-formed oxides to be reduced or completely elimi-
nated from brazed articles, permit use of materials previously
believed to be undesirable for brazing due to their propensity
for forming oxides, permit increased use of brazing in con-
junction with complex shapes, cavities, fissures, or other
regions that are difficult to reach or view, permit separate
cleaning cycles to be eliminated, permit reduction of costs,
increased production rates, briefer braze cycle durations, and
combinations thereof. As used herein the term, “re-formed
oxides” refers to oxides that are traditionally formed by expo-
sure to atmospheric conditions and/or are removed by the
disclosed process temperatures and/or pressures.

FIG. 1 shows a brazing process 100 according to the dis-
closure. The brazing process 100 includes positioning (step
102). The positioning (step 102) includes adjusting and ori-
enting an object to be brazed, such as an article 200 (see FIG.
2), into a predetermined position, such as in a vacuum cham-
ber 202 (see FIG. 2). The predetermined positioning is in any
suitable orientation. In one embodiment, the article 200 is
positioned such that a braze assembly 204 (see FIG. 2) and/or
a braze material 206 (see F1G. 2) are above or partially above
the article 200, for example, in a direction opposite that of
gravity. The article 200 is any suitable component. In one
embodiment, the article 200 is a component of a turbine, such
as a hot gas path turbine component selected from the group
consisting of a blade, a dovetail of a blade, a shroud, a nozzle,
a bucket, or any combination thereof. For example, in one
embodiment, a hole from the casting process of a bucket is
plugged according to the process 100.

The brazing process 100 further includes applying a
vacuum (step 104), for example, to the vacuum chamber 202.
In one embodiment, the vacuum chamber 202 operates within
a predetermined pressure range, for example, between about
107! torr and about 1077 torr. The predetermined pressure
range is below a pressure that reduces oxides in the article
200. For example, in one embodiment, the article 200
includes chromium oxide. In this embodiment, the article 200
is brazed at a pressure below about 107" torr. In one embodi-
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ment, the article 200 is a nickel-based alloy and is brazed at a
pressure below about 10~ torr. In another embodiment, a
partial-pressure environment with argon, nitrogen, or hydro-
gen is used.

The brazing process 100 further includes heating (step
106), for example, by applying heat to the vacuum chamber
202, to the article 200, to the braze assembly 204, to the braze
material 206, or to any suitable combination thereof at a
predetermined vacuum pressure. The heating (step 106)
cleans and removes oxides on any and/or all exposed surface
(s) within the vacuum chamber 202. Upon reaching a braze
application temperature, a braze material 206 is applied (step
108).

The braze material 206 is one or more suitable braze struc-
tures. In one embodiment, the braze material 206 is a pre-
sintered preform (PSP), such as a PSP braze ball, a PSP
chiclet, a PSP foil, or other suitable PSP structure. In one
embodiment, the braze material 206 is layered with different
materials within each layer, for example, as described in FIG.
4 below.

The braze material application temperature is any suitable
temperature and corresponds to the braze material 206. In one
embodiment, the braze application temperature is between
about 0° F. and about 200° F. below the braze temperature of
the braze material 206, between about 50° F. and about 100°
F. below the braze temperature of the braze material 206,
between about 100° F. and about 200° F. below the braze
temperature of the braze material 206, between about 100° F.
and about 150° F. below the braze temperature of the braze
material 206, between about 150° F. and about 200° F. below
the braze temperature of the braze material 206, at about 0° F.
below the braze temperature of the braze material 206, at
about 50° F. below the braze temperature of the braze material
206, at about 100° F. below the braze temperature of the braze
material 206, at about 150° F. below the braze temperature of
the braze material 206, at about 200° F. below the braze
temperature of the braze material 206, at a temperature above
and pressure below that which destroys all oxidized portions,
at a temperature above and pressure below that vaporizes all
contaminants, or any suitable combination or sub-combina-
tion thereof.

During the braze material application (step 108), the braze
material 206 is repositioned, for example, by gravity, from
within the braze assembly 204 to the article 200 (see FIG. 2).
In one embodiment, the article 200 includes a treatment
region 208, such as one or more recesses, one or more fis-
sures, one or more cracks, one or more joints, one or more
uneven abutments, other suitable feature, or combinations
thereof. The braze material 206 contacts and/or fills all or a
portion of the treatment region 208. In one embodiment, the
treatment region 208 is treated with little or no oxides re-
forming, in comparison to previous techniques that were
unable to treat similar regions without formation of oxides.

As is further described below, the braze material applica-
tion (step 108) includes one or more of deformation of the
braze material 206 (see FIG. 2), releasing of the braze mate-
rial 206 by a braze material securing device 302 (see FIG. 3),
releasing of the braze material 206 by a braze material secur-
ing layer 402 (see FIG. 4), and releasing of the braze material
206 by adjustment of the braze assembly 204 (see FIG. 5).

FIG. 2 shows the braze assembly 204 and the braze mate-
rial 206, with the braze material 206 being deformable,
according to an embodiment. In this embodiment, the braze
material 206 is repositioned from the braze assembly 204, and
thus applied to the article 200, while in the vacuum chamber
202, through the braze material 206 deforming, such as, by
softening, melting, vaporizing/subliming, contracting, or
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combinations thereof. In one embodiment, the braze material
206 includes dimensions such that the deformation of the
braze material 206 facilitates the repositioning from the braze
assembly 204. In one embodiment, the deformation occurs at
the braze application temperature.

FIG. 3 shows the braze assembly 204 and the braze mate-
rial 206, with the braze material 206 being releasably secured
by the securing device 302, according to an embodiment. In
this embodiment, the braze material 206 is repositioned from
the braze assembly 204, and thus applied to the article 200,
while in the vacuum chamber 202, through adjustment of the
securing device 302. In one embodiment, adjustment of the
securing device 302 occurs at the braze application tempera-
ture. The securing device 302 then falls toward article 200
and/or vaporizes. In one embodiment, the securing device
302 is reusable in subsequent processes after the process 100.
In another embodiment, the securing device 302 is destroyed
or vaporized during the process 100. In one embodiment, the
securing device 302 includes material selected from the group
consisting of wires, mesh, polymers, mechanical devices,
frames, or combinations thereof.

FIG. 4 shows the braze assembly 204 and the braze mate-
rial 206, with the braze material 206 in a braze material layer
404 being releasably secured by the braze material securing
layer 402, according to an embodiment. In one embodiment,
braze material securing layer 406 releases all or a portion of
the braze material 206 in the braze material layer 404 at the
braze application temperature. The braze material 206 from
the braze material layer 404 then falls toward article 200 and
is applied. In one embodiment, additional layers (not shown)
are within the braze material layer 404. The layers deform,
such as, by softening, melting, vaporizing/subliming, con-
tracting, or combinations thereof, thereby permitting addi-
tional control of the process 100.

FIG. 5 shows the braze assembly 204 and the braze mate-
rial 206, with the braze material 206 being releasably secured
by the braze assembly 204, according to an embodiment. In
this embodiment, the braze material 206 is repositioned from
the braze assembly 204, and thus applied to the article 200,
while in the vacuum chamber 202, through adjustment of the
braze assembly 204. In one embodiment, adjustment of the
braze assembly 204 occurs at the braze application tempera-
ture. In one embodiment, the braze assembly 204 is capable of
being used in subsequent processes after the process 100. For
example, in one embodiment, the braze assembly 204 adjusts
the position and/or orientation of one or more braze assembly
features 502. In one embodiment, such adjustments occur
based upon the braze assembly features 502 having a bime-
tallic composition, thus, permitting them to deform in a pre-
determined direction (such as, bending away) from the treat-
ment region 208 at the braze application temperature.

Upon the braze material application (step 108) occurring,
brazing (step 110) of the article 200 then occurs. The brazing
(step 110) occurs at the braze temperature, which is based
upon the braze material 206 or materials used by melting
and/or fusing the braze material 206 to a portion or all of the
treatment region 208, and is above the braze application tem-
perature. In one embodiment, with the braze material 206
being a nickel-based braze alloy, the brazing application tem-
perature is between about 1600° F. and 2300° F.

The braze material 206 is any suitable material or materi-
als. The braze material 206 or layers forming the braze mate-
rial 206 are any combination selected from the group of
following compositions. Likewise, the article 200 includes
any suitable material having a composition selected from the
following compositions.
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In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 0.1%
to about 5% B/Si, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to
about 15% Cr, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 0.1%
to about 5% B/Si, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to
about 15% Cr, about 3% to about 10% Ti, a balance of Ni, and
incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 0.1%
to about 5% B/Si, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to
about 15% Cr, about 3% to about 10% Ti, about 1% to about
3% Ta, about 0.5% to about 3% Zr, a balance of Ni, and
incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 0.1%
to about 5% B/Si, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to
about 15% Cr, about 3% to about 10% Ti, about 1% to about
15% Co, balance of Ni.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 0.1%
to about 2% B, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to about
15% Cr, about 3% to about 10% Ti, about 1% to about 3% Ta,
about 0.5% to about 3% Zr, a balance of Ni, and incidental
impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 2% to
about 5% Si, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to about
15% Cr, about 3% to about 10% Ti, about 1% to about 3% Ta,
about 0.5% to about 3% Zr, a balance of Ni, and incidental
impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 10% to about 15% Pd, about 3% to
about 5% Si, about 15% to about 28% Ti, about 10% to about
18% Zr, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 12% to about 20% Pd, about 0.1%
to about 5% B/Si, about 2% to about 16% Al, about 7% to
about 15% Cr, about 0.5% to about 2.5% Ta, a balance of Ni,
and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 6.4% Al, about 9.3% Co, about
15.6% Cr, about 0.9% Mo, about 1.0% Ta, about 6% T1i, about
1.3% W, about 0.5% C, a balance of Ni, and incidental impu-
rities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 0.15% to about 0.19% C, about
13.7% to about 14.3% Cr, about 9.0% to about 10.0% Co,
about 4.8% to about 5.2% Ti, about 2.8% to about 3.2% Al,
about 3.7% to about 4.3% W, about 3.7% to about 4.3% Mo
(with about 7.7% minimum W and Mo combined), a balance
of Ni.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of up to between about 0.02% to about
0.05% C (or more specifically 0% C), between about 8% and
about 23% Cr (or more specifically between about 14.8% and
about 15.8% Cr or at about 15.3% Cr), between about 4% and
about 18% Co (or more specifically, between about 9.5% and
about 11.0% Co or at about 10.25% Co), between about 1.5%
and about 6.0% Ta (or more specifically, between about 3.0%
and about 3.8% Ta or at about 3.4% Ta), between about 1.0%
and about 6.0% Al (or more specifically, between about 3.2%
and about 3.7% Al or 3.45% Al), between about 0.3% and
1.5% B (or more specifically, between about 0.8 and about
1.2% B or 1.0% B), between about 2.0% and about 6.0% Si
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(or more specifically, between about 3.5% and about 4.1% Si
or about 3.8% Si), a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 11.45% and about
12.05% Co, between about 6.6% and about 7.0% Cr, between
about 5.94% and about 6.3% Al, between about 1.3% and
about 1.7% Mo, between about 4.7% and about 5.0% W,
between about 6.2% and about 6.5% Ta, between about 2.6%
and about 3.0% Re, between about 1.3% and about 1.7% Hf,
between about 0.10% and about 0.14% C, up to about 0.02%
Ti, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 0.13% and about 0.19%
C, between about 13.7% and about 14.3% Cr, between about
9.0% and about 10.0% Co, between about 4.6% and about
5.2% Ti, between about 2.8% and about 3.2% Al, between
about 0.5% and about 0.8% B, between about 4.2% and about
4.8% Si, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of up to about 0.01% C, between about
18.5% and 19.5% Cr, up to about 0.03% B, between about
9.8% and about 10.3% Si, a balance of Ni, and incidental
impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 8% and about 23% Cer,
between about 4% and about 18% Co, between about 1.5%
and about 6.0% Ta, between about 1.0% and about 6.0% Al,
between about 0.3% and about 1.5% B, between about 2.0%
and about 6.0% Si, up to about 0.2% C, a balance of Ni, and
incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 0.15% and about 0.19%
C, between about 13.7% and about 14.3% Cr, between about
9.0% and 10.0% Co, between about 4.8% and 5.2% Ti,
between about 2.8% and about 3.2% Al, between about 3.7%
and about 4.3% W, between about 3.7% and about 4.3% Mo
(or more specifically, more than about 7.7% W and Mo com-
bined), a balance Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 0.10% and about 0.14%
C, between about 6.6% and about 7.0% Cr, about 11.45% Co,
up to about 0.2% Ti, between about 6.2% and about 6.5% Ta,
between about 5.94% and about 6.3% Al, between about
4.7% and about 5.0% W, between about 1.3% and about 1.7%
Mo, between about 1.3% and about 1.7% Hf, between about
2.6% and about 3.0% Re, a balance of Ni, and incidental
impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 0.01 and about 0.03% C,
between about 7.4% and about 7.8% Cr, between about 2.9%
and about 3.3% Co, between about 5.3% and about 5.6% Ta,
between about 7.6% and about 8.0% Al, between about 3.7%
and about 4.0% W, between about 0.01% and about 0.02% B,
between about 0.12% and about 0.18% Hf, between about
1.5% and about 1.8% Re, between about 0.5% and about
0.6% Si, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of up to about 0.05% C, between about
14.8% and about 15.8% Cr, between about 9.5% and about
11.0% Co, between about 3.0 and about 3.8% Ta, between
about 3.2% and about 3.7% Al, between about 2.1% and
about 2.5% B, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of up to about 0.01% C, between about
18.5% and about 19.5% Cr, up to about 0.03% B, between
about 9.8% and about 10.3% Si, a balance of Ni, and inciden-
tal impurities.
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In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 50.25% Ni, about 42% Fe, about
4.5% Si, about 3.25% B, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 15.0% and about 17.0%
Mo, between about 14.5% and about 16.5% Cr, between
about 4.0% and about 7.0% Fe, between about 3.0% and
about 4.5% W, up to about 2.5% Co, a balance Ni, and
incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 9% and about 11% Co,
between about 7% and about 9% Cr, between about 9 and
about 11% W, between about 2.5% and about 3.5% Ta,
between about 5% and about 6% Al, between about 0.5% and
about 1.5% Ti, between about 0.6% and about 0.8% Mo,
between about 1.3% and about 1.7% Hf, between about
0.03% and about 0.08% Zi, between about 0.01% and about
0.02% B, between about 0.13% and about 0.17% C, a balance
Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 19% and about 21% Cer,
between about 2.5% and about 3.5% Ta, between about 2.5%
and about 3.5% B, between about 0.003% and about 0.005%
Y, a balance of Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 0.1% C, about 22% Cr, about 9%
Mo, about 0.5% W, about 1% Co, about 19% Fe, a balance Ni,
and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 0.1% C, about 22% Cr, about 2%
Mo, about 14% W, about 0.3% Al, about 0.5% Mn, about
0.4% Si, about 0.02% La, a balance Ni, and incidental impu-
rities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 10% W, about 10% Co, about 8%
Cr, about 5% Al, about 3% Ta, about 1% Hf, about 1% Ti,
about 0.7% Mo, about 0.2% C, a balance of Ni, and incidental
impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 15.0% and 17.0% Mo,
between about 14.5% and 16.5% Cr, between about 4.0% and
about 7.0% Fe, between about 3.0% and about 4.5% W, up to
about 2.5% Co, a balance Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 16% Cr, about 16.5% Mo, about
4% W, about 5.5% Fe, about 1% Co, a balance Ni, and
incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of between about 19% and about 21% Cer,
between about 2.5% and about 3.5% Ta, between about 2.5%
and about 3.5% B, between about 0.003% and about 0.005%
Y, a balance Ni, and incidental impurities.

In one embodiment, the braze material 206 has a compo-
sition, by weight, of about 19.7% Cr, about 3.1% Ta, about
3.1% B, about 0.001%Y, a balance Ni, and incidental impu-
rities.

After the brazing (step 110), the article 200 is further
positioned and/or treated in any suitable manner. For
example, in further embodiments, the article 200 is finished,
for example, by grinding, sanding, coating, otherwise treat-
ing, or combinations thereof. Additionally or alternatively, in
one embodiment, the article 200 is positioned, for example,
by replacing a similar article, by positioning within a system,
such as a gas turbine, a wind turbine, a steam turbine, a
combustion system, or other suitable system or combinations
thereof. Additionally or alternatively, the article 200 is ana-
Iytically tested, for example, by analytical techniques for
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identifying additional regions to be treated and/or for identi-
fying whether the treatment region 208 is devoid or substan-
tially devoid of undesirable features, such as fissures and/or
re-formed oxides, or combinations thereof.

While the invention has been described with reference to a
preferred embodiment, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes may be made and equivalents
may be substituted for elements thereof without departing
from the scope of the invention. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the invention without departing from the
essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the
invention not be limited to the particular embodiment dis-
closed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A brazing process, comprising:

providing an article, and a braze assembly including a

braze material, wherein the article is a turbine compo-
nent selected from a group consisting of a blade, a dove-
tail of a blade, a shroud, a nozzle, a bucket, or combina-
tion thereof;

positioning the braze assembly and the article, wherein the

braze assembly includes a configuration which contacts
the article above a treatment region and mechanically
suspends the braze assembly;

placing the article and the braze assembly within a vacuum

chamber;

substantially evacuating the vacuum chamber to a prede-

termined vacuum pressure;
heating the article and the braze assembly to a braze appli-
cation temperature, the braze application temperature
being below a braze temperature of the braze material,
wherein heating the article and the braze assembly at the
predetermined vacuum pressure cleans the article and
the braze assembly, removing oxides; and

subsequently applying the braze material to the treatment
region from the braze assembly at the braze application
temperature while the vacuum chamber is substantially
evacuated.

2. The process of claim 1, wherein the article is substan-
tially devoid of re-formed oxides.

3. The process of claim 1, wherein the article is devoid of
re-formed oxides.

4. The process of claim 1, wherein the braze material is
layered.

5. The process of claim 1, wherein the braze material is
applied by gravity.

6. The process of claim 1, wherein the braze material is
applied by deformation of the braze material.

7. The process of claim 6, wherein the deformation occurs
by one or more of softening, melting, vaporizing, subliming,
and contracting.

8. The process of claim 1, wherein the braze material is
applied by releasing of the braze material by a braze material
securing device.

9. The process of claim 8, wherein the braze material
securing device vaporizes.

10. The process of claim 8, wherein the braze material
securing device is reusable.

11. The process of claim 8, wherein the braze material
securing device includes one or more of wires, mesh, poly-
mers, mechanical devices, and frames.

12. The process of claim 1, wherein the braze material is
applied by releasing of the braze material by a braze material
securing layer of the braze material.
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13. The process of claim 12, wherein the braze material
securing layer deforms to release the braze material.

14. The process of claim 1, wherein the braze material is
applied by releasing of the braze material by adjustment of the
braze assembly. 5

15. The process of claim 14, wherein the adjustment of the
braze assembly includes braze assembly features of the braze
assembly deforming.
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